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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for deternftioing whether an individual is likely to have cancer, the method 
comprising determining a^irst parameter representing the concentration of TIMP-1 in body 
5 fluid samples, and indicatingsthe individual as having a high likelihood of having cancer if 
the parameter is at or beyond ^discriminating value and indicating the individual as 
unlikely of having cancer if the^paKarneter is not at or beyond the discriminating value. 



2. A method according to claim^^^herein the first parameter is the total concentration of 



10 TIMP-1 



3. A method according to claimyl or 2, wherein the discriminating value is a value which 
has been determined by measunng said at least one first parameter in both a healthy 
control population and a populaliOTNwith known cancer, thereby determining the 
15 discriminating value which identified the cancer population with a predetermined 
specificity or a predetermined sensitrvity. 

J 4. A method according to any of the preceding claims, wherein the at least one first 
parameter determined is the value obtained by combining the concentration of total TIMP- 
20 1 with the concentration of free TIMP-1 . 

5. A method according to clair\i 4, wherein the combining is performed by logistic 
regression analysis. 

25 6. A method according to any of tyie preceding claims, which comprises additionally 
determining at least one second parameter, the second parameter representing the 
concentration of an additional marker different from any form of TIMP-1 , in a body fluid 
sample from the individual. 



30 7. A method according to claim 6, wherein the first parameter representing the 

concentration of TIMP-1 in body fluid samples and the at least one second parameter 
different from any form of TIMP-1 are combined to result in a combined parameter and 
indicating the individual as having a higra likelihood of having cancer if the combined 
parameter is at or beyond a discriminating value and indicating the individual as unlikely 

35 of having cancer if the combined parameter is not at or beyond the discriminating value. 
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,. 7 l wherein the combining is performed by logistic 
8. a method according to claim 7l wherein tn 

regression analysis. \ 

• Is .vherein.hed.sorimina.Wva^of.hecombined 

5 9. A method according to claim V' determinln g said combined 

parameter is a value which has been determ ^ ^ cancer , 

arameter in both a heaithy control ^ ^ ^ populafo n with a 

lhere by determining the — 
predetermined specificity or a predeteYmin 

, ims 6-9 wherein the a, leas, one second parameter 

ss:* 

,5 group consisting of CtA, so.u v 

■ t cl aimHwh\reintheatleastonesecond P arameter 
12. A method according to claim ' ^ ^ 
determined is the concentration of CEA.^ 



10 



claims>herein the individual is a 



0>. 



claims^nereJn the individual is a 



3^ 




20 13 A method according to i 
- member of an unseated population. 

25 cancer. \ 

h n treated for primary cancer 
, 15 A method toV fining whether a „ param e,er represent 

1 »o have sL-c ^-^^ju. - — - «*» 

the concentra-Uon oW-1 « he parame ,er is a. or beyond a 

, ■ ,^rein the first parameter is the total concentration 
16 . A method according to cla,m15.^,n 

35 ofTIMP-1- 



20236PC1 

44 



\ r 16 wherein the discriminating value is a value 
17 . A method according to claim 1W£ ^ ^ ^ ^ jn both . 

which has been determined by ™ a ¥^ metastatic cancer, thereby 

healthy control population and a wfJT ^ metastat ic cancer population w.th 

5 determining the dis^ 

a predetermined specific^ or a predeterm.h 

■ ^17 wherein the at least one first parameter 

10 C oncentration\ffreeTlMP-1. 

, L 18 wherein the combining is performed by logistic 
19 . A method according to cla.V. 18, where.n 

regression analysis. \ 

V ,. , 1519 which comprises addition* determining 
15 20. A method according to any A claims 15 " . represen ting the concentration of 
a, ieas, one second parameter, L M « sample from the 

an additionai marker different frorV any form 0 

individual. \ 

,• Avherein me first parameter representing the 
20 21 . A method according to cla,m 20.Vhere n parame(er 
concern o, TIMP-. - ^ V^^, » a ccmcinea paramo and 
d,«erenUr OT any<ormo,T,MP-1 of ha . ng meta s.,ic cancer i, the 

ftC indicating the individual as having . ^ ^ , he jn(Wdu a, as 

combined parameter is a, or beyond disV™ 9 „ not „ or beyond the 

25 unliKelyo. having metastatic cancer „ the comb'" 
discriminating value. \ 

,1 wherein L combining is performed by logistic 

22 . A method according to claim 21 . vhercn ne 

regression analysis. \ 
30 „, „ where\ the discriminating value of the 

23. A method according to .aim 21 or 2* - ^ ^ s , d ^ned 
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24. A method according to any,M/claims 20-23, wherein the at least one second 
parameter determined is a pararnejer representing the concentration of a tumour marker. 

5 25. A method according ta claim 24, wherein the tumour marked is selected from the 
qroup consisting of CEA, soluble u-PAR, cathepsin B, HER2-neu, CA15-3 and YKL-40. 

26. A method according to claim 25, wherein the at least one second parameter 
determined is the concentration of CEA. 

^J^_ ..." \ J 27. A method according to any of claims 15-26, wherein the determination is performed at 
iJ fT several timeVoints at intervals as part of a monitoring of a cancer patient after the 

II treatment for primary cancer. 

" 15 28. A method according to any of claims 1-14, used for detecting early stage cancer. 

--4 \ 

/29. A method according to clam 28, wherein the early stage cancer is selected from the 
J group consisting of colon cancer Dukes' stage A, colon cancer Dukes 1 stage B, colon 
J cancer Dukes 1 stage C, rectal caancer Dukes' stage A, rectal cancer Dukes' stage B and 
20 rectal cancer Dukes' stage C. 

30. A method according to any of fee preceding claims, wherein the body fluid is selected 
from the group consisting of blood \serum and plasma), faeces, urine and cerebrospinal 
fluid. 

25 

31. A method according to claim 30^herein the body fluid is plasma. 

32. A method according to claim 30\wrterein the body fluid is blood. 

30 33. A method according to claim 30, wherein the body fluid is urine. 

34. A method accoraing to any of the preceding claims, wherein the concentration deter- 
mination is performed means of an immuno assay or an activity assay. 

5 35. A method according tolclaim 34, wherein the immuno assay is an ELISA. 
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36. A method according to claim 34, wherein the activity assay is zymography. 



37. A method according to any of the 
5 lected from the group consisting of 
cancer, lung cancer, prostate cancer, 
gastric cancer 




ceding claims, wherein the cancer type is se- 
;ancer, rectal cancer and metastatic breast 
n cancer, cervical cancer, liver cancer and 



V 



